EXAMPLE Hull Identification Number (HIN)

ABC21003G021

h —
Your MIC Your Serial Number T
(Any Character Except I, O or Q) Ya” Min

— Model Year
Month
Built/

Certified

—— Last Digit of
Year Built/Certified

A = January D = April G = July J = October

B = February E = May H = August K = November

C = March F = June | = September L = December

Date of manufacture or certification: Month (per above table) and last digit of calendar year (Example: F9 for June 2019).

Model year: Last two digits of the model year which may begin as of June 1st and must be implemented by July 315 of the
following year. You have a two-month window to change the model year. For example: model year 2021 can begin any time

after June 1, 2020 and remain in effect until July 31, 2021.

Example HIN Locations:

Boat With Typical Transom:
HIN starboard side, within 2”
from top of transom

beam, starboard side Starboard Side
ithin 1ft of pontoon connection

I ' 1 ':'. Boat Without Typical Transom:
Pontoon Type Boat: HIN within 1ft of stern & 2” from deck
HIN on stern cross- Stern Bow
w



HULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (HIN)

Ref: 33 CFR 181, Subpart C

Applicability: Manufacturer or Importer of recreational vessels
Two HINs required: Primary and Duplicate

Location of Primary HIN:

Discussion: Boating law enforcement officers must be able to view the Primary HIN easily while
approaching a boat’s starboard stern.
1. Boat with transom: starboard outboard side of transom within 2 inches of transom top, gunwale, or hull/deck joint,

whichever is lowest.
2. Boat without typical transom: starboard side of hull within 1 foot of stern & within 2 inches of hull-side top, gunwale or

hull/deck joint, whichever is lowest.

3. Pontoon boat: on (permanent) crossbeam facing aft within 1 foot of starboard pontoon.

4. Inflatable boat: on the outboard starboard stern area (if alternate location is needed, manufacturer must request a CG
Exemption defining the alternate location).

Location of Duplicate HIN:

Discussion: When the theft of a boat is suspected, law enforcement officials routinely contact the boat
manufacturer to determine the Duplicate HIN location, so they can identify the boat’s rightful owner.
1. The Duplicate HIN must be identical to the Primary HIN, and be affixed in an unexposed location on the interior of the

boat, or beneath a fitting or hardware item hidden out of view.

Both HINs must be legible and permanently affixed to the boat. Legible means the entire
12-character HIN can be read at a distance of one foot in normal light without the use of a flashlight.
HINs may be carved, burned, stamped, molded, bonded or otherwise permanently affixed so that any
alteration, removal or replacement would be obvious. Dot-matrix applied HINs are unacceptable. If a
manufacturer stamps the HIN onto a plate, the plate must be secured with both epoxy and
rivets/screws.

Each HIN must consist of 12 characters uninterrupted by slashes/hyphens/spaces.
The characters must be at least Ys-inch in height, and must be of the English alphabet and Arabic
numbers. With the exception of the characters “US-“, the country of origin code for the USA, if any
information is displayed within 2 inches of the HIN, the information must be separated by borders or
must be on a separate label or tag so that it won’t be interpreted as part of the HIN.

(See sample HIN format on reverse)
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